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In 1903, on Coney Island, an elephant named Topsy was electrocuted, and over the past century, this bizarre,
ghoulish execution has reverberated through popular culture with the whiff of urban legend. But it really
happened, and many historical forces conspired to bring Topsy, Thomas Edison, and those 6600 volts of
alternating current together that day. Tracing them all in Topsy The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed
Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison, journalist Michael Daly weaves together
a fascinating popular history, the first book on this astonishing tale.

At the turn of the century, the circus in America was at its apex with the circuses of P.T. Barnum and Adam
Forepaugh (or 4-Paw) competing in a War of the Elephants, with declarations of whose pachyderms were
younger, bigger, or more “sacred”. This brought Topsy to America, fraudulently billed as the first native-
born, and caught between the circus disputes and the War of the Currents, in which Edison and George
Westinghouse (and Nikola Tesla) battled over alternating versus direct current.

Rich in period Americana, and full of circus tidbits and larger than life characters—both human and
elephant—Topsy is a touching tale and an entertaining read.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum,
and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked
Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed
Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Bert Gomes:

The experience that you get from Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum,
and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas
Edison giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Topsy: The Startling
Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison instantly.

Alice Bowers:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Topsy: The Startling
Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Diana Rush:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked
Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison can give you a lot of buddies
because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an



interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T.
Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison.
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