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Christian Science as a religious denomination was banned and persecuted under the Nazis, reinstated under
the Soviet Military Administration in eastern Germany after World War II, and then once again forbidden to
organize by the new East German state (German Democratic Republic, or GDR) in 1951. Reasons for this
decision were first the alleged danger to public health posed by its spiritual healing activities and second its
close American connections. Over the following decades, despite persecution by the East German secret
police ("Stasi"), small groups of Christian Scientists continued to meet in private homes, disguising their
religious gatherings as birthday parties or similar social events. They also found various ways to smuggle in
Christian Science literature they needed for informal religious services and to carry on spiritual healing.
There were occasional arrests, interrogations, and even rare prosecutions, but these isolated underground
activities went on without serious interruption. Efforts by East German Christian Scientists to get the 1951
decision reversed, supported from a distance by the Mother Church in Boston, were repeatedly rebuffed
during the 1960s and ‘70s. Official attitudes began to moderate in the mid-1980s, however, as a result of the
evolving international climate, personnel changes in the State Secretariat for Church Affairs, the growth of
dissident activities within mainstream GDR churches, and the intercession of the U.S. Embassy in East
Berlin. Parallel with more conciliatory policies toward other religious minorities such as Mormons and Jews,
GDR authorities came to see Christian Scientists as an inoffensive minority whose toleration might actually
improve East Germany's image. With the active support of the Ministry for State Security, they were granted
special permission to receive religious literature from Boston in 1985. Later, a week before the Berlin Wall
opened in 1989, Christian Science was officially recognized as a legal denomination—the only such
recognition ever formally granted by the GDR government to a new religious organization. The concessions
made to Christian Science illustrate the degree to which the GDR in its final days was willing to compromise
ideology in hopes of gaining stability and legitimacy. Seen objectively, it seems inconsistent for a regime
committed to an atheist philosophy to accept spiritual healing as a safe alternative to medicine. The decision
to recognize Christian Science appears to have been influenced not only by political considerations,
however, but also by the positive impression made by the character and quiet determination of the Christian
Scientists themselves. In that respect, the tiny community of Christian Scientists made their own contribution
to East Germany’s “gentle revolution.”
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Christian Science in East Germany:
The Church that Came in from the Cold book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Nathan Barnes:

The ability that you get from Christian Science in East Germany: The Church that Came in from the Cold is
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Christian Science in East Germany: The
Church that Came in from the Cold giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this Christian Science in East Germany: The Church that Came in from the Cold instantly.

Tracy Caudle:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Christian Science in East Germany:
The Church that Came in from the Cold can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Peter Beaton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Christian Science in East Germany: The
Church that Came in from the Cold or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Christian Science in East Germany: The Church that Came
in from the Cold to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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