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Costa Rica Before Coffee centers on the decade of the 1840s, when the impact of coffee and export
agriculture began to revolutionize Costa Rican society. Lowell Gudmundson focuses on the nature of the
society prior to the coffee boom, but he also makes observations on the entire sweep of Costa Rican history,
from earliest colonial times to the present, and in his final chapter compares the country's development and
agrarian structures with those of other Latin American nations. These wide-ranging applications follow
inevitably, since the author convincingly portrays the 1840s as they key decade in any interpretation of Costa
Rican history.

Gudmundson synthesizes and questions the existing historical literature on Costa Rica, relegating much of it
to the realm of myth. He attacks what he calls the rural democratic myth (or rural egalitarian model) of Costa
Rica's past, a myth that he argues has pervaded the country's historiography and politics and has had a huge
impact on its image abroad and on its citizens' self-image. The rural democratic myth paints a rather idyllic
picture of the country's past. It holds that prior to the coffee boom, the vast majority of Costa Rica's
population was made up of peasants who owned small farms and were largely self-sufficient. These peasants
enjoyed a high degree of social and economic quality; there were no important social distinctions and little
division of labor. According to the myth, the primary source of this relatively egalitarian social order was the
period of colonial rule, which ended in 1821. The new developments wrought by coffee and agrarian
capitalism are seen as destructive of this rural democracy and as leading directly to unprecedented social
problems that arose as a result of division of labor, rapid population growth, and widespread class
antagonism.

Gudmundson rejects virtually all of the components of this rural egalitarian model for pre-coffee society and
reinterprets the early impact of coffee. He uses an array of sources, including census records, notary
archives, and probate inventories, many of them previously unknown or unused, to analyze the country's
social hierarchy, the division of labor, the distribution of wealth, various forms of private and communal land
tenure, differentiation between cities and villages, household and family structure, and the elite before and
after the rise of coffee. His powerful conclusion is that rather than reflecting the complexities of Costa Rican
history, the rural egalitarian model is largely a construct of coffee culture itself, used to support the order that
supplanted the colonial regime.

Gudmundson ultimately reveals that the conceptual framework of the rural democratic myth has been
limiting both to is supporters and to its opponents. Costa Rica Before Coffee proposes an alternative to the
myth, on that emphasizes the complexity of agrarian history and breaks important new ground.
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From reader reviews:

Callie Allen:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the
Eve of the Export Boom. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the Eve of the Export
Boom. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Kathryn Hebert:

The e-book untitled Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the Eve of the Export Boom is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on
the Eve of the Export Boom from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Walter Dion:

Beside this particular Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the Eve of the Export Boom in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the
Eve of the Export Boom because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Rick Beard:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Costa Rica Before Coffee: Society and Economy on the Eve of the Export Boom when
you essential it?
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