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Charlie Parker has been idolized by generations of jazz musicians and fans. Indeed, his spectacular musical
abilities--his blinding speed and brilliant improvisational style--made Parker a legend even before his tragic
death at age thirty-four.
Now, in Chasin' The Bird, Brian Priestley offers a marvelous biography of this jazz icon, ranging from his
childhood in Kansas City to his final harrowing days in New York. Priestley offers new insight into Parker's
career, beginning as a teenager single-mindedly devoted to mastering the saxophone. We follow Parker on
his first trip to New York, penniless, washing dishes for $9.00 a week at Jimmy's Chicken Shack, a favorite
hangout of the great Art Tatum, whose stunning speed and ingenuity were an influence on the young
musician. Priestley sheds light on Parker's collaborations with Dizzy Gillespie, Max Roach, Bud Powell,
Mary Lou Williams, and Thelonious Monk, and he illuminates such classic recordings as "Salt Peanuts" and
"A Night in Tunisia" and Parker's own compositions "Shaw 'Nuff" and "Yardbird Suite"--music which
defined an era. Priestley also gives us an unflinching look at Parker's dark side--the drug abuse, heavy
drinking, and tangled relations with women and the law. He recounts the death of Parker's daughter Pree,
who was only two-and-a-half years old, and Parker's own death at thirty-four, in such wretched condition
that the doctor listed his age as fifty-three.
With an invaluable discography that lists every recording of Charlie Parker that has ever been made publicly
available, here is a must-have biography of a true jazz giant, one that helps us penetrate the dazzling surface
to grasp the artistry beneath.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Chasin' The Bird: The
Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shane Bodine:

The ability that you get from Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker will be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of
Charlie Parker instantly.

Arthur Reaves:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Chasin' The Bird: The Life and
Legacy of Charlie Parker that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker
become your personal starter.

Tammie Turman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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