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Four-year-old Joshua challenges his father to a game: Can he come downstairs before Joshua writes the word
to? Rachel, two and a half, makes a series of wavy lines on a piece of paper and calls it a “thank-you letter to
Grandma.” In Early Literacy Joan McLane and Gillian McNamee explore the ways young children like
Joshua and Rachel begin to learn about written language. Becoming literate requires mastering a complex set
of skills, behaviors, and attitudes that makes it possible to receive and communicate meaning through the
written word. McLane and McNamee provide a fresh examination of this process in light of recent research.

The authors look closely at what young children do with writing and reading. As children play with making
marks on paper and listen to stories being read aloud, they begin to discover uses and purposes for written
language. They learn that they can use writing to communicate with people they care about and that reading
story books opens up new ideas and experiences. As children experiment with writing and reading in their
talking, drawing, and pretend play, they can build “bridges to literacy.”

The authors emphasize the importance of children's relationships with significant adults and peers for growth
in literacy. They also devote chapters to early literacy development at home and in the neighborhood, and in
preschool and kindergarten settings. In one daycare center for inner-city children, for example, where a
favorite activity is dictating and acting out stories, children become active participants in a community of
readers and writers?a literate culture.

Through its clear and concise discussion of young children's growth toward literacy, and its examples of the
contexts that encourage and enrich that growth, Early Literacy will serve as a valuable resource for parents,
teachers, and others who work or play with young children.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Campbell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Early
Literacy (The Developing Child) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The book untitled Early Literacy (The Developing Child)is a single of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Bradley Loy:

The particular book Early Literacy (The Developing Child) will bring that you the new experience of reading
a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suited to you. The book Early Literacy (The Developing Child) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lena Drew:

Early Literacy (The Developing Child) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Early Literacy (The Developing Child) but doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Bertha Wood:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Early Literacy (The Developing Child) is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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