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The pantheon of big-budget, commercially successful films encompasses a range of genres, including
biblical films, war films, romances, comic-book adaptations, animated features, and historical epics. In
Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History authors Sheldon Hall and Steve Neale discuss the
characteristics, history, and modes of distribution and exhibition that unite big-budget pictures, from their
beginnings in the late nineteenth century to the present. Moving chronologically, the authors examine the
roots of today's blockbuster in the "feature," "special," "superspecial," "roadshow," "epic," and "spectacle" of
earlier eras, with special attention to the characteristics of each type of picture.

In the first section, Hall and Neale consider the beginnings of features, specials, and superspecials in
American cinema, as the terms came to define not the length of a film but its marketable stars or larger
budget. The second section investigates roadshowing as a means of distributing specials and the changes to
the roadshow that resulted from the introduction of synchronized sound in the 1920s. In the third section, the
authors examine the phenomenon of epics and spectacles that arose from films like Gone with the Wind,
Samson and Deliliah, and Spartacus and continues to evolve today in films like Spider-Man and Pearl
Harbor. In this section, Hall and Neale consider advances in visual and sound technology and the effects and
costs they introduced to the industry.

Scholars of film and television studies as well as readers interested in the history of American moviemaking
will enjoy Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

The book Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film
and Media Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A
Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a book Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A
Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lucas Florio:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History
(Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) as the daily resource information.

Paula Royce:

The guide untitled Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Epics, Spectacles,
and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Keith Lugo:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A
Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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