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2013 Reprint of 1950 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition
Software. There are four ancient histories of China. The second oldest is the Han Shu, the "Book of Han,"
which is divided into the Former Han and Later Han dynastic histories. Chapter 24 of the Former Han Shu,
dealing with food and money, comprises the bulk of this scholarly work. The value of the "Book of Han" lies
in the fact that it was written shortly after the period which it describes (the Former Han Dynasty covers the
period from 206 B.C. to A.D. 19). The historian had access to materials which have since been lost and, what
is more, was in a position to reproduce faithfully the spirit of the era. The shortcomings are, from an
economist's point of view, the lack of systematic specific in- formation on prices and on forms of economic
activity. Nevertheless, Han Shu 24 makes interesting reading. The author(s) recorded the then prevalent
belief that agriculture is the basis of all endeavor and that trade is a somewhat superfluous, and often wicked,
enterprise. Another idea preserved for posterity is that the forces of the market have to be contained. During
the Han period a number of emperors instituted complicated price-equalization programs for agricultural
commodities, and one of the early Han rulers unequivocally recognized that the demand for agricultural
commodities was highly inelastic. The orientation of this probably definitive translation is toward the
Chinese language scholar and, in a lesser way, toward the historian. The additional commentaries, of which
there are a number in the book, are slanted the same way.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Food & Money in Ancient China: The
Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading
the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Paul Hinojosa:

This Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24]
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Food &
Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] can be one of
several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Food & Money in
Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Marie Flynt:

The actual book Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han
Shu 24] has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

David Bostick:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Food & Money in Ancient China:
The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Food & Money in
Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] become your own starter.
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