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One natural outcome of the educational reform movement of the 1840s was the growth of the American
public library. Though the first public libraries were housed in post offices and town halls, even in local drug
stores, growing book collections soon forced cities and towns to recognize the need for larger, more
appropriate buildings. Some 450 public libraries were built in the latter half of the nineteenth century. The
most important and influential architect of the era who built librairies was Henry Hobson Richardson (1838-
1886), perhaps best known for his design of Boston's Trinity Church.

The primary focus of Kenneth Breisch's Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America
is on Richardson's designs for public libraries in Woburn, North Easton, Quincy, and Malden,
Massachusetts, as well as an unbuilt proposal for the Hoyt Library in East Saginaw, Michigan. In addition to
placing them within the broader history of American library design, Breisch offers a close examination of
these buildings as participants in the cultural, political, and economic developments of the period. Since
more than 80 percent of the public libraries built in the latter half of the nineteenth century were privately
endowed—as were all of Richardson's library commissions—his discussion of the role of philanthropy, in
particular, illuminates the perceived meaning and function of public libraries to the monied classes, as well
as their function as memorials to deceased family members.

Breisch also examines the role played by the library profession in the development of modern library
planning theory during this period, a role that often clashed with the goals of the architects commissioned to
design the library buildings. Although this conflict eventually led the American Library Association to
condemn Richardson's buildings as unsuitable for library work, his designs still had enormous influence on
the architectural vocabulary of the institution. The fact remains that Richardson invented and refined a
significant prototype for the smaller American public library building.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

This Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study in Typology are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Henry Hobson
Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study in Typology can be one of the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Henry Hobson
Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study in Typology forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lillian Chatman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A
Study in Typology can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Daniel Young:

This Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study in Typology is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study
in Typology in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

William Levitt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public
Library in America: A Study in Typology was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Henry Hobson Richardson and the Small Public Library in America: A Study in Typology has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can



read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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