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The ballad "John Henry" is the most recorded folk song in American history and John Henry--the mighty
railroad man who could blast through rock faster than a steam drill--is a towering figure in our culture.
In Steel Drivin' Man, Scott Reynolds Nelson recounts the true story of the man behind the iconic American
hero, telling the poignant tale of a young Virginia convict who died working on one of the most dangerous
enterprises of the time, the first rail route through the Appalachian Mountains. Using census data,
penitentiary reports, and railroad company reports, Nelson reveals how John Henry, victimized by Virginia's
notorious Black Codes, was shipped to the infamous Richmond Penitentiary to become prisoner number 497,
and was forced to labor on the mile-long Lewis Tunnel for the C&O railroad. Equally important, Nelson
masterfully captures the life of the ballad of John Henry, tracing the song's evolution from the first printed
score by blues legend W. C. Handy, to Carl Sandburg's use of the ballad to become the first "folk singer," to
the upbeat version by Tennessee Ernie Ford.
Attractively illustrated with numerous images, Steel Drivin' Man offers a marvelous portrait of a beloved
folk song--and a true American legend.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an
American Legend has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an
American Legend is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
all the book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Carol Johnson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend.

Carman Robertson:

This Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend is great book for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Anthony Koch:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Steel Drivin' Man: John
Henry, the Untold Story of an American Legend to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy



to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry, the Untold Story of an
American Legend can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of their time.
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