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Japan is one of the world's wealthiest and most technologically advanced nations, and its rapid ascent to
global power status after 1853 remains one of the most remarkable stories in modern world history. Yet it
has not been an easy path; military catastrophe, political atrophy, and economic upheavals have made regular
appearances from the feudal era to the present. Today, Japan is seen as a has-been with a sluggish economy,
an aging population, dysfunctional politics, and a business landscape dominated by yesterday's champions.
Though it is supposed to be America's strongest ally in the Asia-Pacific region, it has almost entirely
disappeared from the American radar screen.

In Japan and the Shackles of the Past, R. Taggart Murphy places the current troubles of Japan in a sweeping
historical context, moving deftly from early feudal times to the modern age that began with the Meiji
Restoration. Combining fascinating analyses of Japanese culture and society over the centuries with hard-
headed accounts of Japan's numerous political regimes, Murphy not only reshapes our understanding of
Japanese history, but of Japan's place in the contemporary world. He concedes that Japan has indeed been
out of sight and out of mind in recent decades, but contends that this is already changing. Political and
economic developments in Japan today risk upheaval in the pivotal arena of Northeast Asia, inviting
comparisons with Europe on the eve of the First World War. America's half-completed effort to remake
Japan in the late 1940s is unraveling, and the American foreign policy and defense establishment is directly
culpable for what has happened. The one apparent exception to Japan's malaise is the vitality of its pop
culture, but it's actually no exception at all; rather, it provides critical clues to what is going on now.

With insights into everything from Japan's politics and economics to the texture of daily life, gender
relations, the changing business landscape, and popular and high culture, Japan and the Shackles of the Past
is the indispensable guide to understanding Japan in all its complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

The book Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Japan
and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a guide Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone
Needs to Know). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Ray Goodrow:

This Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What
Everyone Needs to Know) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Japan and the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Japan and the
Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Doris Brown:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Japan and
the Shackles of the Past (What Everyone Needs to Know). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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