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Founded by radicals in 1920, the American Civil Liberties Union experienced several key changes in its
formative years. Judy Kutulas traces the history of the ACLU between 1930 and 1960, as the organization
shifted from the fringe to the liberal mainstream of American society.

In alternating chapters, Kutulas explores operations at the national level and among the group's local
branches. To gain mainstream credibility, the radicals at ACLU headquarters became more professional,
began using court challenges rather than direct action, and carefully chose their battles to focus on national
security as much as on the protection of dissent. Meanwhile, the group's affiliates, separated from the
institutionalization of the national office, maintained the idealism of defending the rights of all individuals,
no matter how unpalatable their beliefs and activities.

The shifts at the national level made the ACLU more government-friendly and less radical, but also, Kutulas
argues, more timid and weak. Civil liberties activists in ACLU branches around the country ultimately
pushed the organization to return to its radical roots in the 1960s. In an afterword, Kutulas addresses how
post-9/11 America poses the familiar challenge of balancing national security and individual rights that came
to the forefront in the early decades of the ACLU.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

The actual book The American Civil Liberties Union and the Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960 will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
American Civil Liberties Union and the Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960 is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

Stacee Stern:

The book untitled The American Civil Liberties Union and the Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice go through.

Vanessa Gibson:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The American Civil Liberties Union and the
Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Angela Bauer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The American Civil Liberties Union and
the Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960 or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The American Civil Liberties
Union and the Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930-1960 to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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