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Alfred Thayer Mahan's nineteenth-century classic, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, has long
occupied a central place in the canon of strategic thought. But as Chester G. Starr shows in this thought-
provoking work, Mahan's theories have also led to serious misperceptions among historians about the
significance of naval superiority in antiquity. This analytical study of the role of sea power from the second
millennium B.C. to the end of the Roman Empire illustrates both the utility and the limitations of naval
power. Focusing on Athens and Carthage, Starr demonstrates that control of the seas was not always a
strategic necessity. Similarly, he examines the Roman imperial navy--the most advanced and widely-based
naval structure in antiquity--noting that when Rome fell it tas due to invasions by land, not sea. Starr
describes major naval battles in fascinating detail, and analyzes technological developments as they reveal
the limitations of galleys in warfare. This innovative study provides an important corrective to Mahan's
thesis, both as applied to ancient history and to modern strategic thought--making it provocative reading for
those interested in ancient history and also for those who follow military history.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need
to answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The
Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History to read.

Samuel Lashley:

The book untitled The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring
you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Eli Benton:

You may get this The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Frances Stone:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Influence of Sea Power on
Ancient History or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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