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The essays in this Handbook, written by leading scholars working in the rapidly developing field of
witchcraft studies, explore the historical literature regarding witch beliefs and witch trials in Europe and
colonial America between the early fifteenth and early eighteenth centuries. During these years witches were
thought to be evil people who used magical power to inflict physical harm or misfortune on their neighbours.
Witches were also believed to have made pacts with the devil and sometimes to have worshipped him at
nocturnal assemblies known as sabbaths. These beliefs provided the basis for defining witchcraft as a secular
and ecclesiastical crime and prosecuting tens of thousands of women and men for this offence. The trials
resulted in as many as fifty thousand executions.

These essays study the rise and fall of witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of
Europe and in English, Spanish, and Portuguese colonies in the Americas. They also relate these
prosecutions to the Catholic and Protestant reformations, the introduction of new forms of criminal
procedure, medical and scientific thought, the process of state-building, profound social and economic
change, early modern patterns of gender relations, and the wave of demonic possessions that occurred in
Europe at the same time. The essays survey the current state of knowledge in the field, explore the academic
controversies that have arisen regarding witch beliefs and witch trials, propose new ways of studying the
subject, and identify areas for future research.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Oxford
Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks)? Maybe it is to
be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Erica Dennis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early
Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Billie Brown:

This The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford
Handbooks) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using
great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but
this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Ira Atwood:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford
Handbooks) will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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